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Alta Vista Terrace is a block-long street lined by forty small, cmrie 
family rowhouses, twenty on each .side of the street. Each rowhouc- is 
situated on a lot approximately 2V wide and to' deep, with a brier. 
party wall l8" thick between them. 

On each side of the street are eighteen two-story houses, with two three- 
story houses occupying the middle of each row. Except for one facade, 
at 5826, that has been completely altered with falre half-tinberxi-, there 
are twenty types of exteriors, and order in which they occur on one side 
of five street ic repeated on the other side starting from the opposite e:.:>. 

Gtvlistically, the exteriors of fee houses were carefully designed to 
emnhasize individuality rather than sameness. Details of many oi tho 
rowhouses reflect the Classical Renaissance in American architecture 
tha* grew out of the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition. Columns, nedi- 
mmits, and pilasters characterize several of the facades. Ot.-r detal J s 
reelect adaptations of various architectural styles—late Gothic and 18th 
Century Adam, to name a few. In the twenty different Roman-brick facades 
are to be found such divergent architectural motifs as Doric and Ionic 
wood pilasters, flamboyant Gothic arches, Paladian windows, stamed- 
and leaded-glass fanlights, bay and bow windows, and a wealth of mold- 
ings, brackets, dentils, and festoons. Many eclectic motifs, popular 
at the turn of the century, decorate the facades. 

Some renovation and "modernization" has been done, not all of it in keep- 
ing with the original character of the street's design. A number of windows^ 
are glass block. Metal awnings are to be found. A few gables and several , 
decorative finials have been removed. Still, for the most part, the ex- 
teriors have been little changed in the seventy years the houses nave stood 

The floor plans of the thirty-six two-story rowhouses were originally 
indentical, as were those of the four three-story houses. The iirst 
floor of each house had an entrance hall, dairwell, and kitchen on one 
side and a living room and dining room on the oth^r aide. Ti ' ;:'■<:<. -.A 
floor had four bedrooms and a bathroom. Tho too floor of the tnre-.-story 
houses was designed to have four additional bedrooms, mention h-.r been 
made of this top floor in some cases having been used as a oalxroon. 
Each house had a. full basement. 

Most of the interiors have been extensively altered, and several h.-.ve 
been restored or renovated within the last decade. 
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE U-|r-t-o f,. r --f^ :S fr. otrS?' 

Hidden away in a nondescript neighborhood £«_^a£r - ^ 
out of the past, alblock-long --ososm £*^ n W as on, of th, lac, 
dignity and architectural eclecticism, Begun i - mprchar a. princ 
real e^trte developments of Samuel Eb erly fl^Jf^ of the l^h 
of additions and subdivisions during the las two ^ec^ ^ ^ 

Century. Its fascinating history endows it with a ii£ 
as ^rtant and interesting as its architectural link. 

Jo se P h and Caroline KirKland wrote in Jh ^^^^^Chifafo £ 
1894, "Of those who ^ve contributed so mu,h to th- gr ^^ 
offering cheap suburban biding sites to -^^ ^ :cecsful w 

Eberly Gross stands easily at the fteaa. . se additions, subdivision: 

the west in the l880»s and logo's. 

After tha Panic of 1*5, when trade revived and ^ ^^o^" 
S ence of.growth, Gross a lawyer by ^-°-^ xshl:/ engaged in 
estate his business. By the early *-° attractive system— thn 

platting subdivisions and operation under. ^ selli , the homes for 
of building tomes for people of modest means and selii-b 
small down payments and monthly installments 

■ Gross .chievod r^,.t-,.lnr nuceoss which he ^rib^ed ; o f^^. 
Superior business eethods". ^ the heign to U , > ; ■ —^ ^ _ ; 
firm is said to have sold up to ^00 lot. o we i., : -., ec t nis We; 

,000 people in twent ^^^^l^^ of th." Chicago Re. 
Side properties. In .891, Jroso oeryed ~ ? ^ ^^ gc00 h , 

Estate Board. By 189'+, ho had sold '.0,000 ioc , i suburbs 

„a ,-nr- buildings, and established eighteen subdivi.,j.... •■ 
Ms ^"unoias estimated at 3 to 5 million dollars. 

During all this frenzy of buying, eel ling, ana building > ^^f^ 

t.'-i e,e. n director of the Chemical National B,ink ana tn /. 
served as a clirecioi ^ ,,,..__, -,ocirtl, or civic li^'. lie m-ae 
paired, did not negLect hi, ^* u ff ^^ Edition in 1889 , * 
trips to ^ropo, iaclmi^ ^-.^^thc Orient! He „,« a patron C 
traveled to the Went Go..K.t, m^.io, ...ithrorir . oei-etiec and r 

the Art Tnr.tituto of Chicago nnd various phila.,throi 

mombor of ^-vernl pronfci tfiour. rUibr.. 
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It was in 1900, after returning from Europe, that Gross bought the block tha 
became Alta Vista Terrace. It appears that as a result of looking at row- 
houses in London, he decided to make Alta Vista as nearly like a block of 
English rowhouses as possible. The property was bounded by the Chicago, Mil 
waukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad on the west and an alley on the east; to 
avoid having his houses face either of these, Gross ran a narrow street dow 
the middle of the plat and built a row of houses on each side of it. 

Called by the Historic American Buildings Survey, the "Street of ^0 Houses," 
Alta Vista is a narrow, tree-shaded way lined on both sides with rowhouses ' 
having an Old World feeling. 



The houses on Alta Vista Terrace were substantially built arid kc.vo b.-en oc- 
cupied by substantial families— not necessarily families of wealth or promin 
ence, but families who regarded a home as a more or lor;-, peruana J., ir.vestmen 
to be enjoyed and cared for. A number of the original owners lived 0:1 Alt- 
Vista for the rest of their lives. 



The present homeowners speak proudly of Alta Vista Terrace. Ie 1969, they 
received an award from the Chicago Beautiful Committee. The award oraised 
the street for the way man-made hardness and naturalness of plant material 
compliment each other. "The overall effect suggests that buildin- and olant 
grew together." 

The houses in general are well cared for; the shrubbery and planting in the 
front yards are well tended, and the character of the street has been retain. 
Alta Vista provides a refreshing breathing space at the edge of an area incr. 
mgly domineered by crowding high-rises, truly an oasis in a neighborhood 
showing in spots the effects of neglect, age, and inevitable litter and 
confusion caused by its proximity to Wrigley Field. To walk down such a 
street—or even just to catch a glimpse of it from the cross-street at eithe: 
end— is to be transported briefly to a segment of Chicago's past that is 
worth remembering. 

Alta Vista Terrace is a beautiful example of a situation where each house, 
individually, might not be outstanding but where the street, taken as a 
whole, is unique in Chicago. 
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